
SCOTS IRISH IMMIGRANTS FROM THE NORTH OF IRELAND

The reason for this migration was much different than previous immigrants.  The yearning for 
religious freedom was there, but for the most part it involved the pursuit of material betterment. 
They were not the poorest of the poor (those people didn't have enough money to migrate) but 
they were mostly from the economic lower class.  They were farmers and semi-skilled craftsmen.
They were of mixed religious backgrounds. The largest number were PRESBYTERIANS, but
there were Anglicans and other Protestant Denominations represented as well.  In spite of their 
poverty, they were a very proud people--and this was a source of further irritation to their 
neighbors.  They settled in the "back- country" of Pennsylvania and, when the roads to the south 
began to open, they left and went down into the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.  They continued
to follow this pattern of living in the "back country" for years, going first into the Carolinas, then
into Tennessee and Kentucky, then further west to Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, and Oklahoma (If 
this was the migratory pattern of your ancestors, they may have been Scotch-Irish).


